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The 40 Days of Lent and then some 
Deacon Daniel Vaughn 

 

     While many Christians observe Lent each year, not all Christians do. It is 
observed by Anglicans, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Lutherans, and 
Methodists. Some Protestant denominations that don't observe Lent include 
Baptists, Evangelicals, and Pentecostals.  For those who do observe Lent the 
start date, end date, and what it is about varies, even in the universal Catholic 
church. 
     In many Western Christian churches, the Lenten season is made up of the 
40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays) beginning on Ash Wednesday. 
For Catholics, Lent ends on Holy Thursday with the Mass of the Last Supper.  
That being said, the three sacred days of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday, called the Holy Triduum, remain a time for solemn reflection.  
Many Christian faiths, and most Catholics, observe Lent until Easter Vigil. 
     In the Catholic church, the days between Ash Wednesday and the First 
Sunday of Lent are part of Lent, but not counted in the 40 days. The 40 days 
are counted from the First Sunday of Lent to Holy Thursday. 
Lent is a time of penance and reflection in preparation for Easter, the day 
Christians believe Christ rose from the dead. Easter, however, is a "movable 
feast," in that it falls on a different date each year. It can occur as early as 
March 22 or as late as April 25. 
     The date of Easter was set by the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. so that it 
would always fall on the Sunday following the first full moon that rose on or 
after the first day of Spring. Even though the Spring equinox can occur March 
20 or 21, the Catholic church set it at March 21 to provide a more stable 
calculation. 
     In the Western church, Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, the day 
after Mardi Gras. That makes the first day of Lent 46 days before Easter 
Sunday. In the Eastern rite, Lent begins on “Clean Monday” and includes 
Sundays, lasting until the feast of Pascha before the start of Holy Week. Holy 
Week is not a part of the Great Lent but marked as a separate season in the 
eastern church. 
     During Lent, many Christians commit to fasting, as well as giving 
up certain luxuries in order to replicate the sacrifice of Jesus Christ's journey 
into the desert for 40 days. The Stations of the Cross, a devotional 
commemoration of Christ's carrying the Cross and of his execution, are often 
observed. 
     Why 40 days? Forty days is a recurring number in the Bible. Christ spent 
40 days in prayer and abstinence to prepare for his role as the savior (Matthew 
4:1-11), and Christians follow his example in preparation for the celebration of 
Easter Sunday. 
     In modern times, some Christians use the season of Lent to distinguish 
between desires and necessities. Others may spend more time in prayer, 
religious study or meditation to help them grow as Christians.  Lent helps us 
identify spiritual areas in which we can grow and the sinful areas that we need 
to avoid.  As we begin our 40 plus days of preparation for Easter, may we 
proclaim our intent to turn away from sin and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
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REVELATION      

Don Gazdik 
 
 
 

     In previous articles on the New Testament (New Covenant) we have briefly explored the 
Gospels and the Epistles.  This leaves us with only two other books not previously looked at: 
Acts of the Apostles, a history of the early church from about AD 33 to about AD 66 and 
Revelation.  In this article I would like to briefly look at the book of Revelation, the last book 
in the Bible.  It is interesting to note that the Bible opens with the first creation and the 
wedding of Adam and Eve in Genesis.  It closes with the “Wedding Feast of the Lamb” and a 
new creation, the New Jerusalem in Revelation. 
     Revelation is perhaps the most misunderstood book in the Bible. Countless false prophets 
have misused it to predict the end of the world and they have all been wrong!   
     Is it about the end of time and destruction of the world? Yes and maybe. Revelation is 
about Christ’s victory over evil.  Throughout history God has always won and will win in the 
future.  Simply put, God Wins! 
     Revelation belongs to a genre of literature called apocalypse, popular 200 years before and 
after Christ. It was written during a time when Christians were being persecuted because of 
their faith in Jesus Christ.  It was meant to give people hope and encouragement to remain 
strong in their faith through the trials of persecution. It was written in the apocalyptic style to 
be unintelligible to non-Christians. 
     Most people I think are fascinated when the book of Revelation is mentioned and 
immediately think of terms like “rapture” or “antichrist.”  Surprisingly, neither of these terms 
appear anywhere in the book of Revelation.  In fact the term rapture is not to be found 
anywhere in the entire Bible and you have to look to 1st and 2nd John to find the term antichrist 
mentioned; meaning simply one who doesn’t confess Jesus or is a disbeliever. 
     The rapture is actually a relatively new concept invented by John Nelson Darby circa 1830.  
The rapture became popular around 1850 and took off when it was incorporated into the 
Protestant Scofield Study Bible in the early 20th century.  (Note that not all Protestant churches 
subscribe to the rapture theory, but tends to be most popular in Evangelical churches.) 
Recently the rapture and the “end-times” have gained modern popularity through writings 
such as the “Left Behind” books.  Because of its theme of the “end-times” it can make for 
interesting fictional reading and movies. 
     But getting back to the book of Revelation, in ancient times it was known as the 
Apokalypsis, meaning “to pull back the veil” or uncover or pull back the covers, which is 
bridal language.  Christ, the bridegroom unveils his bride, the Church. 
     As you begin to read this fascinating book you will immediately be immersed in many 
special numbers; colors; symbols and magical creatures and terrifying figures, all with hidden 
and special meanings.  Many of them come from the book of Daniel which is a writing similar 
in style to Revelation. In fact before reading Revelation one should be very familiar with 
Daniel.  To understand Daniel goes a long way toward understanding Revelation. 
     The Apostle John is credited by Sacred Tradition to be the author of Revelation.  There are 
two major opinions as to when this book was written.  The most popular position is that it was 
written during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian (AD 81-96).  The minor position is 
that it was written just prior to the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, sometime during 
the reign of Emperor Nero.  The minor position, of prior to AD 70, seems to be gaining more 
support of late, as there are issues with the popular position (AD 81-96) and the minor held 
position makes more sense in understanding Revelation. 
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Paula Gale 

Richard and Helen Trigg 

REVELATION (cont’d.) 
      
     Within Revelation there are many themes and many layers of understanding.  Take for 
instance the passage of the “woman clothed in the sun and the moon at her feet.”  In this 
passage, the woman can refer to Mary, mother of Jesus, Israel or the church or all three.  (The 
Catholic position is of course that it refers to Mary.) It is a book which cannot be taken 
literally in many places but must be understood in the context of the symbolism which it 
represents. 
     In the first few chapters we find seven messages to seven churches of western Asia (now 
Turkey) commending their virtues yet challenging their failings.  The aim of these letters is to 
encourage the people in their perseverance during their time of persecution.  Yet, we see our 
own church today with the same virtues and failings and a call to reform. 
     When John is called up into heaven, we see many references to the Mass and liturgy.  We 
see the heavenly worship with the great chorus of elders, angels and martyrs, the great 
communion of saints, we smell the incense lifting the prayers of those on earth, we hear the 
great Holy, Holy, Holy being sung. We see the martyrs under the altars just as relics of martyrs 
are found in our Catholic altars today.  As you read Revelation look for all the actions and 
things that are in our parishes and liturgy today.  As Dr. Scott Hahn so aptly states when he 
heard the Mass for the first time, he wanted to cry out with amazement at the connection 
between the Mass and Revelation. 
     Lastly at the end of the book when all the destruction has finished we climax with the 
Great Marriage Supper of the Lamb and the new creation, the New (superior) Jerusalem. 
 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home[a] of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And the one who 
was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. NRSV Rev 20:3-6 
 
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen.  

Come, Lord Jesus! NRSV Rev 22:2 
For further reading on Revelation, I would recommend the following: 

“The Supper of the Lamb” by Scott Hahn 
“Coming Soon” by Michael Barber 
“Revelation (Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture)” by Peter S Williamson 
“Rapture (The End-Times Error that Leaves the Bible Behind)” by David Currie 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A3-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31041a
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The New Creation 

by Gail Miller, October 2018 

In the season of the crushing…  

when new wine is being made 

We groan beneath the pressing, 

We fall beneath the weight. 

 

No ordinary crushing -  

this salvific work of Grace… 

The bruising and the threshing 

of the “grapes” His hand has made. 

 

So hard to let the old things go, 

We cling to useless ways. 

We no not know the thoughts of God 

Who longs to show His face. 

 

And so we struggle and fight to hold 

What was never ours to keep… 

Until we break and spill our blood  

In what seems to be defeat. 

 

And so the old wine flows away… 

and with it our “old” skin 

The new creation now receives -  

the new wine in new skin! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an instant all is changed... 

death gives way to life. 

What once was old  

is now made new… 

the night gives way to Light. 

 

The table of our God is set, 

The bread and wine displayed.  

We join our Groom...the Lord of Hosts  

in garments newly made. 

 

“Come my bride… my lovely one! 

The banquet has been set. 

Come all who thirst… and share my Cup, 

By My Hand you will be fed. 

 

The threshing now is over… 

My wine will slake your thirst. 

Those in life who were the last -  

Will rise and now be first! 

 

I am the Alpha and the Omega… 

The Beginning and the End… 

Those who drink this cup I give  

Will never thirst again.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjg7JbP-s3gAhVI4oMKHV_xDA0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fgrapes-and-wine-clipart&psig=AOvVaw3JCvp-F_5rc8hp3cYL0Hvt&ust=1550877246563212
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjrq_z8-s3gAhUn6oMKHRohB2EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wlgleason.com%2Fproduct%2Fetched-christmas-ornament%2F&psig=AOvVaw0uApZxekWnEodxlJljepxq&ust=155087745
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                                                   IN THE LIBRARY 
 

                                                         The Intimate Merton 
                                                    His Life from His Journals 

by Mary Cockerell 
 
     In this diary-like memoir, composed of Merton’s most poignant and insightful journal 
entries, The Intimate Merton lays bare the steep ways of his spiritual path. Culled from the 
seven volumes of his personal journals, this twenty-nine year personal chronicle deepens and 
extends his story. 
     The book is the spiritual autobiography of our century’s most celebrated monk. The 
wisdom gained from the personal experience of an enduring spiritual teacher. Here is 
Merton’s account of his life’s major challenges, his confrontations with monastic and church 
hierarchies, his interaction with religious traditions east and west, and his antiwar and civil-
rights activities.  
     We engage a writer’s art of “confession and witness” as he searches for a contemporary, 
authentic and global spirituality. Recounting his earliest days in the monastery to his journey 
east to meet the Dalai Lama, the story reveals a life lived in continuous pursuit of meaning, 
equanimity and love. 
     Find this book in the OLC library under the BIOGRAPHY category. 
 
 
 
Recently, a generous donor has contributed nine new novels of Catholic fiction to the OLC 

Library. 

 The Secret Cardinal by Tom Grace 

 The Red Hat by Ralph McInerny 

 Father Elijah: An Apocalypse by Michael D. O’Brien 

 Elijah in Jerusalem (sequel to Father Elijah) by Michael D. O’Brien 

 The Fool of New York City by Michael D. O’Brien 

 Cardinal Galsworthy by Edward R.F. Sheehan 

 Saint Patrick’s Battalion by James Alexander Thom 

 Conclave by Greg Tobin 

 Council by Greg Tobin 

These titles are in the OLC Library under the FICTION category. Enjoy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj3mtrO7c3gAhVh9YMKHe0TBtkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsoms.verona.k12.wi.us%2Fcms%2FOne.aspx%3FportalId%3D159356%26pageId%3D27158742&psig=AOvVaw3lywdc4SoSJDZO447
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Parishioners 

Becky Allen 
Ernie Cooper 
Gary Cockrell 
Susan Drogosz 
Larry Ewing 
Sue Higgenbotham 
Mike Loewe 
Richard Musielak 
Family of Margaret    
                 Simon 
Dean Murphy 
Barbara Foster 
Barbara Schroeder 
Earl Skeeter 
Walter Hicks 
Bob Fritz 
Family of Dan  
                Kaleher 

Family or Friend of Parishioner 

Dale Frank 
Lucille Meeks 
Family of Pauline Garcia (Annette Yendes) 

Family of Jerry Perrin (Karen Laurin) 
Family of Valerie Cook (Barb Westerman) 
Family of Clementine Gallegos (Brandee Beavers) 
Jeffrey Guymon 
Paul Musielak 
Georgia Schroeder (Charlie Hackman) 
Jerry Beavers (Kevin & Brandee Beavers) 
Oliver Evans (Mary & Larry Cockerell) 
Family of Max Wade, Jr. (Beth & Darwin Phifer)  
Randy Smith 
Sr. Irma Ries (Dan Paulsen) 
Mathew Booth (Regina Booth) 
Patricia Bonomi (Regina Booth) 
Ella Sullivan (Barbara Vitter) 

Prayer Chain 

 A safe environment for our children is what we desire.  Our Lady of   

the Cove is committed to the mission and ministry of protecting our 

children and young people. The month of March is a great time to 

consider attending “Protecting God’s Children” Virtus training.  All 

volunteers and chaperones to youth events are required to be Virtus Trained. With Youth 

Conferences and Vacation Bible School about to happen, now is the time to meet the Safe 

Environment criteria.  

Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 1:00 pm. Virtus Training is scheduled at Our Lady of the Lake. 

Those interested in becoming Virtus trained to aid in our endeavor, please contact Mary 

Lippert.  A pre-registration for the class is required. You can also sign up online:  http://

www.virtusonline.org/virtus/.  More dates and times are available in the Springfield area at 

the beginning of March.  

Safe Environment Coordinator, Mary Lippert 

http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/
http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES  

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
 

Members present:  Fr. Joji, Pastor; Tim Weyers, President; Dave Laurin, Vice President: Collin 

Babcock; Gary Cox; John Filip; Flor Johnson; and Peggy Kleine. 

 

 Opening prayer said by all. 

 Parish Pictorial Directory:  Barbara Brittan, church secretary, presented information from 

Life Touch regarding a new directory.  The council voted and approved the “Community 

Directory” version.  Discussed need for volunteers to help with sign up and photo days. 

 Columbarium:  Gary Cox and Fr. Joji reported that we are proceeding with the ground 

work after Bishop Rice approves the proposed project. 

 Fishing Tournament:  After investigation into past events and discussing with Don Gazdik, 

a former organizer, the council determined the fundraising value was minimal and agreed 

to end consideration of the project. 

 Communications System:  Gary Cox reported that we have finalized an agreement with 

Mediacom for internet and phone service which will save approximately 50% on the 

monthly cost.  The new system will have a 1 gigabyte download capacity.  Gary will check 

to assure the system includes a firewall. 

 Scholarships:  The Council will approach the Knights of Columbus about taking over the 

selection process as they have experience with their own scholarship program. 

 Liturgy Committee:  Tim Weyers reported First Holy Communion for three PSR students is 

March 3, 2019, 10:00 a.m. Mass.  Youth Mass is scheduled for April 28, 10:00 a.m.        

Ash Wednesday Masses are 9:00 a.m. and a 6 p.m. Youth Mass.  The 7:00 a.m. Monday 

Mass will resume on February 18.  During Lent Mondays and Wednesdays there will be a 

7:00 a.m. Mass.  Each Friday during Lent (except Good Friday) there will be a 9:00 a.m. 

Mass. Stations of the Cross during Lent will be Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 3:00 p.m.  

Collin Babcock will announce at all three Masses, February 15 and 16, a reduced cost 

opportunity to order “Give Us this Day” devotional. 

 Loaves and Fishes:  Parish Council will host this event March 19. 

 WORKFORCE 2019:  Fr. Joji reported that 20-25 Catholic youth, from St. Louis, will stay 

at the church, June 3-7, to work on area mission projects.  Outreach Ministry will organize 

meals for these guests. 

 Love INC. has requested use of the parish center facilities again for the “Empower U” 

classes this spring.  The council agreed to allow them use of a classroom for 7 weeks 

beginning April 2. 

 Meeting adjourned with prayer.  Next meeting is March 12, 6:00 p.m.  
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Loaves and Fishes Dinners 
     The PSR and Youth Program hosted the Loaves and Fishes Dinner February 12.The youth, 
teachers and parents made and served 22 pizzas.   
     Thank you to all these organizations for hosting the dinners from January through March:  
Knights of Columbus, Pacesetters, Outreach Ministry, Music Ministry, Quilters, PSR and Youth 
of OLC, Simmons Bank, Table Rock Bank, Parish Council of Catholic Women, Gardening Group, 
Parish Council, and Arvest Bank. 

Baby Shower for Pregnancy Life Line  

Look at all the wonderful things that were donated 

by OLC parishioners !! 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

“For I was naked and you clothed me,”  MT 25:36 
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March 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 4th   Alejandro & Candace Campos 

 

 5th  Jerrel & Deborah Kraft 

 

 6th  Charles & Barbara Willkomm 

 

 15th  Thomas & Anna Schaeffer 

 

 20th Greg & Lee Yartz 

 

 25th David & Alice Hilt   52 years 

 

 26th James & Jeannie Moeskau 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj6a3Us4fgAhWSxIMKHURwAKYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fsite%2Fcatholickids411%2FThe-Sacraments&psig=AOvVaw0oOnH2I37n5d7eUloygYz6&ust=154845315
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March BIRTHDAYS 
 1st Robert Herr 
  Salvatore Ingraffia 
  Pat Jones 
  Denise LaPlante 
  Janet Schrunk 
  Scott Warren 
 
 2nd  Daniel Maes 
 
 3rd Jerrel Kraft 
  Michael Moody 
  Nancy Saucier 
 
 4th Westin Pryor 
  Carole Woldridge 
 
 6th  Gary Rees 
 
 7th Barbara Foster 
  Ruth Ann Frey 
  Marsha Stanton 
 
 8th Marjorie Noyes 
  Janice Sullivan 
   
 12th Robert Creighton  
 
 13th Paul Lungulow 
 
 14th Michael Behrmann 
 
 15th Fr. Joji Vincent 
  Terrance Davis 
  Terry Minson 
  Carol Mutz 
  Teresa Sinclair 
    
  

 17th Amber Hayes 
 
 18th Merlin Orman 
  Helen Trigg 
  Barbara Willkomm 
  Richard Witthar 
 
 19th Judith Ashfield 
 
 20th Mary Stone 
 
 21st Christopher Macaluso 
  Greg Yartz 
 
 22nd Karen Diggman 
 
 23rd Gregg Erickson 
  Logan Noriega 
 
 26th Mary Jane Bennett 
  Grace Johnson 
 
 28th Rosanne McEvoy 
  Joseph Studer 
  Marliss Timm 
  Donna Warren 
 
 29th Thomas Hamme 
 
 30th Susan Gillen 
  Paul Sinclair 
 
 31st Karter Armentrout 
  Gabina Davis 
  Phyllis Gies 
 

 May God’s blessing  
 be upon you this day!     

Please contact the church office if your birthday is not listed.  
 


