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December, 2018 

Advent Reconciliation:  
Offering Jesus the Gift of a Purified Heart 

 
Advent is a season in which we look ahead to Christ who has both come 
and is coming. It is a time when the words, "Come, Lord Jesus!" 
reverberate within the depths of our hearts, draw tears of joy from our 
eyes, and echo throughout the unfathomable reaches of the human soul 
as we wait in hope.  

Advent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love and the 
healing graces our Lord offers us. Like all religious experiences, it takes 
preparation.  Yet if our participation in Advent is to reach its fullest 
potential, it is necessary to explore deeply the Christian process of 
preparation, an endeavor of holiness that includes ongoing repentance 
and conversion. 

Experience God’s Love 

Reconciliation is what God does. Receiving it and celebrating it is what 
we do. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a most natural way to 
celebrate God’s forgiveness and love. 

Communal Reconciliation Service 

Our Lady of the Cover Catholic Church is offering a parish-wide 
Reconciliation Service at 3:00 P.M. on Sunday, December 9.  Many 
parishes offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation in a communal service 
during the seasons of Advent and Lent. The communal service is an 
opportunity to join our sisters and brothers in asking for forgiveness and 
healing during this important time of the year. 

All are invited to join with our faith community to reflect on our lives 
through Scripture readings and songs, followed by an examination of 
conscience, ending with private confession.  Four priests will be 
available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Penance. 

As we begin the new liturgical year in the Church we invite all to begin 
anew with souls nourished from the gift of divine mercy and 
forgiveness God has for everyone. 

                                                                               DEACON DAN 
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Anointing of the Sick  
December 22 - 23, 2019 

This sacrament will be administered by Fr. Joji 
following each Mass at Our Lady of the Cove 

 

 
 

Anointing of the Sick vs. Last Rites 
 
 

     There have been several articles over the past few months in the Cove Side Chatter on 
anointing of the sick, last rites and apostolic pardon.  However, there still appears to be 
confusion or hesitancy by some as to when they should receive these graces.   In this article 
we will try to clarify some of the issues of these physical and spiritual graces offered by the 
Church. 
     Sometimes even the most experienced Catholic can be confused or stumped by the 
question, “What is the difference between: anointing of the sick, last rites and apostolic 
pardons?  Some even think that these are just different names for the same thing.   There is a 
difference, and we as Catholics need to know these differences so that we can understand and 
take advantage of these graces. 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
     Many think that the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick applies only when we are nearing 
death through sickness or old age.  But this is not true, Anointing of the Sick can be sought 
from a Priest or Bishop at any time such as when a person is having surgery; mental, 
emotional or even spiritual affliction; or serious physical illness.  (Note that a Deacon may 
not perform this rite.) The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is 
at the point of death to receive the Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature of 
the illness is sufficient. 
     The Letter of St. James states that the sick are to be anointed in order to raise them up and 
save them.  He does not say that this is restricted to those near death. 
     If you are unsure if you should receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, simply ask 
a Priest.  We should not be shy about receiving this very special grace or think that by having 
it administered it means or implies that we are facing imminent death. 
     Here are some examples of when we can receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
 

A person may be anointed before surgery, whether or not a serious illness is the reason 
for the surgery, 
 

The elderly may be anointed if they become notably weakened or impaired even though 
no serious illness is present, 
 

Sick children may be anointed if they have sufficient use of reason to be strengthened by 
this sacrament. 

 

      Note that these are not the only examples of when one should receive the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick.  Also note, it is permissible to receive this sacrament multiples times 
if necessary.  Occasionally, many Catholic churches have healing Masses with Anointing of 
the Sick as part of the Mass.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjko_j-_freAhVLyYMKHbaPAGIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fcatholic4all%2Fsacrament-~-anointing-last-rites%2F&psig=AOvVaw0wfwBg0KEFq9DvtHMTBYGr&u
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Extreme Unction 
     Extreme Unction (Final Anointing) is a term from the past and rarely used today.  It applies 
to the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick administered to the dying and to those gravely ill or 
about to undergo a serious operation.  “Unction” means an anointing with oil and “extreme” 
means administer to those in “extremity” – those in grave danger of dying.  
     After the Second Vatican Council, the Church encouraged reception of the sacrament “as 
soon as any one of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from sickness or old age,” and, 
when this is the case, “the appropriate time for him to receive this sacrament has certainly 
already arrived” (Sacram Unctionem Infirmorum). 
 
Last Rites 
     The term Anointing of the Sick sometimes is confused with the term Last Rites. Last Rites 
refers to the three sacraments—Confession, Anointing of the Sick, and final Holy 
Communion—ordinarily given to a Catholic who is seriously ill or beginning to be in danger 
of death. 
     If possible, a seriously ill person should do all he can to go to sacramental confession first. 
Reception of the other sacraments doesn’t necessarily depend on sacramental confession, but a 
valid confession ensures the soul is properly disposed to receive Anointing of the Sick and 
final Communion.  Note that the Sacraments of Confession and Anointing of the Sick requires 
the presence of a Priest or Bishop.  Do not accept a substitute, insist on the presence of a 
Priest. 
     Does a person have to be dying to receive the Last Rites?  No, paragraph 1514 of the 
Catechism says: 
 

“The anointing of the sick is not a sacrament for those only who are at the point of death. 
Hence, as soon as anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from sickness or 
old age, the fitting time for him/her to receive this sacrament has certainly arrived.”    
 
Who can receive the last rites? The Code of Canon Law provides that the last rites may be 

given to any Catholic disposed to receive them. They may also be given to baptized non-
Catholics “who cannot approach a minister of their own community and who spontaneously 
ask for them, provided that they demonstrate the Catholic faith in respect of these sacraments 
and are properly disposed” (canon 844). If a sick person isn’t baptized, he can request 
baptism, which acts as “the gateway to the sacraments” (849). Canon law also adds, “The 
anointing of the sick is not to be conferred upon those who obstinately persist in a manifestly 
grave sin” (1007).  All of the final sacraments are repeatable. 
 
Apostolic Pardon 
     The Apostolic Pardon is not a sacrament or rite, but an indulgence offered to the dying. It 
can be given directly by a priest, or received through desire by the dying person who meets 
the requirements for the indulgence. To receive this indulgence, one must be in a state of grace 
and truly repentant for all past sins. 
     It is an indulgence, for the remission of temporal punishment due to sin, given to a dying 
person who is in the state of grace. In other words, just as Jesus promised the Good Thief on 
Good Friday he would be with him in paradise “this day,” properly disposed Catholics who 
receive the apostolic pardon will enter heaven. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Our Lady of the Cove Gardeners !! 

The OLC gardeners were recognized, by the Federated Garden Clubs of Missouri, for their 

meritorious service of Community Betterment for Kimberling City.  Special thanks to 

Roseanne McEvoy and crew for their tireless work to make our parish grounds beautiful!  

Thank you Vel Kosbab for submitting the necessary paperwork and photos to be considered 

for this commendation. 

 

New Hymnals have arrived! 

Thank you to the assembly team. 
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New Books in the OLC Library 

Thanks to a generous donor, the following nine new novels were added to the Catholic fiction 

section of the OLC library: 

 The Secret Cardinal by Tom Grace 

 The Red Hat by Ralph McInerny 

 Father Elijah: An Apocalypse by Michael D. O’Brien 

 Elijah in Jerusalem (sequel to Father Elijah) by Michael D. O’Brien 

 The Fool of New York City by Michael D. O’Brien 

 Cardinal Galsworthy by Edward R. F. Sheehan 

 Saint Patrick’s Battalion by James Alexander Thom 

 Conclave by Greg Tobin 

 Council by Greg Tobin 

     Enjoy! 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Parish Council Minutes for Tuesday November 13, 2018 

 Members present: Fr. Joji, Tim Weyers, Dave Laurin, Collin Babcock, Gary Cox,  

                                   John Filip, Peggy Kleine, Debbie Hoehn, Flor Johnson 

 Opening prayer led by Fr. Joji.    

 Columbarium Committee report:  The new committee is discussing the what, where, 

when, why, and who. 

 Dave Laurin reported that the LED conversion and HVAC work will be completed in the 

annex. 

 Parish highway signage:  Peggy Kleine and John Filip said completion of the signage is 

finalized. Peggy Kleine will discuss with Ayres how to lease the other side of the 

billboard. 

 Pavilion signage:  Dave Laurin approved Nixa Sign Co. to make two sign on each side of 

the walkway to the Pavilion. 

 Liturgy Committee:  Tim Weyers announced a Latin Mass, with a collection, for 

December 13.  The Advent wreath will be lit by PSR children and families at each 

weekend Mass.  The Choir will sing for the 10 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  Penance 

Service is Sunday, Dec. 9, 3:00 p.m.  Fr. Joji will Anoint following each Mass Dec. 22-23.  

Holy Day Mass New Year’s Eve 6:00 p.m., New Year’s Day 9 a.m. 

 Loaves and Fishes will begin in January and assignments have been made for each 

committee to work. 

 Peggy Kleine closed with a prayer. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 6 p.m. 
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Clifford and Dorothy Ascensio 

Darwin and Beth Phifer 
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PSR Students  present “Saints Alive”  

Parishioners and loved ones  

gather to pray for  

departed souls at the All Souls Mass. 

 

May the  Souls of the 

Faithful Departed through 

the  Mercy of God ,  

Rest in Peace.  Amen 

 

Ronald Brander 

Arleen Morris 

Sandra Marie Borkowski 

Robert Caputa 

Richard Paul Vogel 

Molly Ann Arons 

Jo Ann (Jody) Jennett 

Tara Siwecki 

Mary Ann Haberman 

Sue Cockrell 

Cindy Hook 

Paul Gies 

Tamiko Wersinger 
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