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October, 2018 

October is the Month traditionally dedicated to the Holy Rosary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. What consolation the Rosary brings. 
Remembering the mysteries of Christ’s life and Our Lady’s life, we 
repeat Hail Mary after Hail Mary. Indeed, the mysteries of the Holy 
Rosary- joyful, sorrowful, glorious and luminous- are the mysteries 
of our own lives as well. As we pray the Rosary, we beg Our Lady to 
draw us closer to him who is our Light. 
In his biography of Pope Francis, Austen Ivreigh recounts then 
Cardinal Bergoglio’s experience of praying with Saint John Paul: 

One afternoon I went to pray the Holy Rosary that the Holy Father 
was leading. He was in front of us on his knees. With the Holy 
Father’s back to me, I entered into prayer. In the middle of the 
prayer, I became distracted looking at the pope, and time began to 
fade away. I began to imagine the young priest, the seminarian, the 
poet, the worker, the child from Wadowice in exactly the same 
posture as he was now, praying Hail Mary after Hail Mary. His 
witness struck me. I felt this man, chosen to guide the Church, was 
the summation of a path trod together with his Mother in heaven, a 
path that began in his childhood. And I suddenly realized the weight 
of the words spoken by the Mother of Guadalupe to Saint Juan 
Diego, “Do not be afraid. Am I not your mother?” I grasped the 
presence of Mary in the pope’s life. His witness did not get lost in 
memory. From that time onward I have prayed the fifteen mysteries 
of the Rosary every day. – Excerpts from The Great Reformer: Francis 

and the Making of a Radical Pope, Austen Ivreigh, p.275 

  

The month of October is a good time to commit to praying the 
Rosary every day. The Rosary will bring great peace and holiness to 
your life. It is a powerful instrument for conversion. The Rosary is 
the best method of honoring Mary. 

It protects the Church from false teachings and keeps her safe from 
the attacks from the Enemy. 

Mary Queen of heaven and earth Pray for us 

http://www.how-to-pray-the-rosary-everyday.com/victory-over-vice.html
http://www.how-to-pray-the-rosary-everyday.com/honoring-mary.html
http://www.how-to-pray-the-rosary-everyday.com/defense-of-the-catholic-church.html
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Why be Catholic? 
 
As we read all the articles on the recent scandals in the church and watch and listen to all the commentary we can’t help but 
reflect on the question “Why am I Catholic?” or “Whyam I Still Catholic?”  For some the reason is simply that, I’m used to it, I was 
born into the Church and I was brought up in the Church, I will never leave the Church.  For others the answer to the question 
isn’t that simple. 
 
As Deacon Dan pointed out in last month’s Cove Side Chat, we had thought that all of the problems of child abuse and similar 
corruption of some church leaders were pretty much a thing of the past and we could all go about our lives as good faithful 
Catholics.  The various dioceses around the country worked very hard to ensure these problems would be greatly lessened.  And 
major progress was made. 
 
Then “BOOM,” a series of explosions rocked the Church to its foundation.  There were abuse problems in Chili, then the report 
coming out of Pennsylvania on child abuse followed by the allegations by Archbishop Vigano of cover-ups by the very highest 
leaders of the church.  All of this hit us like a ton of bricks.  Our Catholic world was shattered. How could all of this happen? 
Wasn’t this all resolved years ago? 
 
I am angry!  I feel great remorse for the victims who lives were affected and will have to deal with the effects of abuse the rest of 
their lives. I feel pain and sorrow for all the priests and bishops who have been faithful. They will have to bear the insults and 
even physical abuse by those who see all Catholic religious as the same. Some will not have the courage to wear their collars in 
public places?  How many men will now decide not to become priests? I feel pain and sorrow for the Church, the holy body of 
Christ.  And I feel pain and sorrow for all of us who will have to more frequently and vigorously defend Catholicism against its 
various critics.  
 
The people who sit in the pews are losing their trust in the hierarchy of the Church and the Church is losing its moral authority in 
the world.  We live in a difficult time with the Church at a great crossroad.  It will need strong leadership, lay leadership, to drive 
renewal and reform.   
 
As I pondered all of this, I reflected on why I became Catholic over thirty-five years ago.  For me, it was’t the human side of the 
Church, its priests or bishops or even the Pope which caused me to enter the Catholic Church but the full truth and fullness of 
revelation that none of the other churches possess.  As I grew in understanding of the fullness of the Church that Christ founded 
and its teachings, I became more and more convinced that the Catholic Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic. 
 
For me there is no other church.  I will join my voice with Peter in saying “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.  We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
So I, like many of you will stay Catholic, participate in the sacraments and be faithful.  I will commit myself to holding priests and 
bishops accountable for the healing of victims, healing of the Church and a renewal to be more Christ-like.  It has been said that 
if the Catholic Church is to be destroyed, it’s demise must come from within. 
 
Bishop Robert Barron in a recent article summarized why we are Catholic this way: 
 

“We’re Catholic because of Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the dead.  We’re Catholic because of the Trinitarian love 
of God.  We’re Catholic because of the sacraments.  We’re Catholic especially because of the Eucharist.  We’re Catholic 
because of the Blessed Mother.  We’re Catholic because of the Saints.  Even as leaders in the Church failed morally, the 
Catholic Church remains the mystical body of Christ, the bride of Christ and she’s worth fighting for.” 

 
In closing, I am reminded of something I read a long time ago: “As long as the Church is run by the sons and daughters of Adam 
and Eve, there will be sin and corruption in the Church.”  The Church is a hospital for sinners. 
 
So don’t be like those who walked away in the past abandoning the Church. Remain faithful and with the help of God renew the 
Church. 
 
 
Don Gazdik 
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TRIVIA QUIZ OF THE MONTH 
  
1. What were the first two documents of the Second Vatican Council published on Dec 4, 1963? 

2. Which Pope called the second session of Vatican II? A. Pius XII  B. John XXIII  C. Paul VI   D. John 

Paul I 

3. Which Pope was a peritus, a theological advisor to a bishop during the council?  A.  Paul VI  B. John 

Paul II  C. Benedict XVI  D.  Francis 

Answers from page 3 

The Holy Rosary 

 

The Rosary is Christocentric setting forth the 

entire life of Jesus Christ, the passion, death, 

resurrection and glory. Of course, the Rosary 

honors and contemplates Mary too, and rightly 

so, for the same reason that the Liturgical Year 

does likewise: "Because of the mission she 

received from God, her life is most closely linked 

with the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and there is 

no one who has followed in the footsteps of the 

Incarnate Word more closely and with more 

merit than she has. (Mediator Dei). Meditation 

on this cycle of Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and 

Luminous Mysteries makes the Rosary not only 

"a breviary or summary of the Gospel and of 

Christian life,"(Ingravescentibus malis) but also 

a compendium of the Liturgical Year. 

Therewith the Rosary stands revealed as a 

dynamic teacher and nurturer of Christian 

faith, morality, and spiritual perfection, 

fostering in various ways faith, hope, charity, 

and the other virtues, and mediating special 

graces, all to the end that we may become more 

and more like unto Christ. — Mariology, 

Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 

 

 

To Our Lady of the Rosary 

 O Virgin Mary, grant that the recitation of 

thy Rosary may be for me each day, in the 

midst of my manifold duties, a bond of unity 

in my actions, a tribute of filial piety, a sweet 

refreshment, an encouragement to walk 

joyfully along the path of duty. Grant, above 

all, O Virgin Mary, that the study of thy 

fifteen mysteries may form in my soul, little 

by little, a luminous atmosphere, pure, 

strengthening, and fragrant, which may 

penetrate my understanding, my will, my 

heart, my memory, my imagination, my 

whole being. So shall I acquire the habit of 

praying while I work, without the aid of 

formal prayers, by interior acts of 

admiration and of supplication, or by 

aspirations of love. I ask this of thee, O 

Queen of the Holy Rosary, through Saint 

Dominic, thy son of predilection, the 

renowned preacher of thy mysteries, and the 

faithful imitator of thy virtues. Amen. 
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Our Beautiful Crucifix 

In the mid-1980s, the pastor commissioned Peter Engler to carve our Crucifix 

which hangs over the tabernacle in the sanctuary. Peter was also commis-

sioned to carve several more for other churches after completion of ours. Mrs. 

Jay Pilgrim, a former parishioner, later commissioned Peter to carve statues of 

Mary and Joseph in honor of her parents’ (Sally and Andy Balduccie) 50th wed-

ding anniversary.  Joseph’s statue is located in the main sanctuary, and Mary’s 

is found in the hallway outside of the church offices. 

 

Many have noticed that an image appears on the abdomen of the 

corpus. Although probably not planned, it appears to resemble 

what some say is a facial image of Mary or Jesus. It appears to be 

our own little “miracle”. 

 

Peter Engler was born on September 7, 1932 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He began discovering his artistic 

gifts of drawing and carving at the age of 10. He joined the Marine Corps in 1951 and served as a “forward 

observation” soldier during the Korean War. Amongst the rigorous routines of the Korean War, Peter 

would use the little down time he had, pull out his pocketknife, and carve one of his whimsical little peo-

ple. 

 

In 1962, Peter and his wife Virginia moved to Branson and established the Mountain 

Woodcarvers Shop at Silver Dollar City. As an artist, Pete began to establish him-

self as a national figure for woodcarving and expressed versatility with his whim-

sical carvings, life-sized Indians, Santas and more. He believed that everyone 

should learn some type of craft and he strived to keep the art of woodcarving alive. 

Peter made a huge impact on the Ozarks as the founder of Silver Dollar City’s Fall 

Arts and Crafts Festival and was instrumental in the development of Ozark Moun-

tain Christmas. He also opened up a shop in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  

 

Peter has been an inspiration to all. He always had a listening ear 

and encouraged the dreamer in all of us. While living a dream of 

his own, he worked hard, had patience, and reminded us to slow 

down a little and get the job done right. Peter passed away on 

February 8, 2013, but his legacy remains. 

 

Submitted by Sherry Bradl  

Sources: www.peterengler.com;  www.peterenglerdesigns.com;                                      

Our Lady of the Cove archives 
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The Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau is       

committed to helping children learn and grow 

in a healthy and safe environment.  This       

Parish complies with diocesan safe                 

environment  policies and procedures.  

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CALL 

THE MISSOURI CHILD ABUSE     

HOTLINE:  1-800-392-3738 OR       

CALL THE POLICE. 

To report violations of the Code of Conduct 

for Clergy, Employees and Adult Volunteers      

Working with Minors to the Chancellor at        

417-866-0841, or treidy@dioscg.org; or        

Victim Assistance Coordinator Judy St. John, 

LPC, NCC at 573-587-3139, or 

vac1@dioscg.org, or William J Holtmeyer, Jr., 

MS, MCC, LPC, CEAP, Q-SAP at                  

417-860-3858, or vac@dioscg.org.  Concerns 

may be discussed with your supervisor, a     

Victim Assistance Coordinator, the Office of 

Child and Youth Protection or the Chancellor. 

The TIPS online reporting system may also be 

used, and is available on the diocesan website. 

Go to www.dioscg.org to view the Code of 

Conduct for Clergy, Employees and Adult       

Volunteers Working with Minors and for other 

important information, including a link to the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s 

document, Charter for the  Protection of     

Children and Young People.  If you are unable 

to access the website and desire printed          

information, contact the diocesan Office of 

Child and Youth Protection at 417-866-0841. 

Monthly Book/CD Review 

 

The Promise 

God’s Purpose and Plan for When Life Hurts 

by Father Jonathan Morris 

 

 In his work as a priest and commentator for 

FOX News, Father Jonathan Moore has traveled to 

the troubled spots of the world, meeting with Muslim 

youth during the rioting in Paris, sitting down with 

populists at odds with the Church in Venezuela, and 

investigating human trafficking in Germany.  Now 

Father Jonathan peels back the layers of questions 

that arise when someone asks, “Why me?” in 

response to human suffering.  With an accessible 

voice and calming pastoral guidance, Father Jonathan 

leads readers through each step of suffering – from 

doubt to anger to healing and acceptance. 

 The Promise comprises three parts, each 

addressing a step in the process of healing.  Part I, 

“God on Trial,” speaks to doubts and anger that arise 

when we suffer and pose tough questions such as 

“Does God even care?” and “Why should we trust a 

God who allows innocent suffering?”  Part 2 takes the 

reader on a journey of finding emotional and spiritual 

healing from suffering.  In Part 3 Father Jonathan 

introduces the five “Principles for Freedom-Living.”  

From living your personal vocation to a step-by-step 

guide for sketching a plan for your spiritual life, the 

freedom principles are practical and easily applied to 

everyday life.  Together these five principles have the 

power to transform what would otherwise be useless 

suffering into a means of great sanctification and 

personal fulfillment, while pulling back the layers of 

philosophy and theology that surround human 

suffering.  Father Jonathan offers not only a deeply 

spiritual answer but also a practical one to this most 

fundamental of human questions: Why do we suffer? 

 

This title can be found under SPIRITUAL 

GUIDANCE in the OLC Library. 

  

 

mailto:treidy@dioscg.org
mailto:cac1@dioscg.org
http://www.dioscg.org/
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Barbara & Vincent Capozzela 

Phyllis & Paul Gies 

Linda & Don Lange 

Marleni Vergara & Jose Madrigal 

Catechetical Sunday, September 16, 2018   

 

Catechist receiving Commissioning  were: Rebecca Bitter, Michelle Caputa, Gabina Davis, 

Jim Faber, Pamela  Fultz, John Giebler, Abbey Hedges, Debra Hoehn, Flor Johnson, Amy 

Kraft, Patrica Lentz, Mary Lippert, Melody Maldonado, Jennifer Noriega, Carla Parry, Jeri 

Row, Ronda Schiermeier, Annette Yendes, Collin Babcock, Donald Gazdik, Marge Byington, 

Kathy Jamboretz and Rita Lueckenotte 
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Trivia Answers from page 3 

1. The first two documents were:  Sacrosanctum Concilium (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) & 

InterMirifica (Decree on the Means of Social Communication) 

2. The Pope who called the second session was Paul VI.  Pope Blessed John XXIII died earlier in 1963. 

3.   Benedict XVI was a diocesan priest and peritus during the council. 

Source www.prooprofs.com/quiz 

 

Pacesetters enjoying fun and fellowship 

at the Ledgestone Grille during August  
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Youth of the Parish attending Our Lady Celebrates Youth held at Our Lady of the Lake.  

Presenter Mike Patin inspired the youth with his dynamic speaking and humor with 

stories affirming God’s goodness and presence among us.  


