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January, 2019 

January 1 --- The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
 
       On New Year's Day, the octave day of Christmas, the Church 
celebrates the Solemnity of the Holy Mother of God, the divine and 
virginal motherhood of the Blessed Virgin. 
       It is the highest title of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Theotokos, 
Mother of God.  This title was given to Mary at the Council of Ephesus 
back in 431 A.D.  At that Council, many theologians debated over 
Jesus’ humanity and divinity, one person, two natures; and its 
implications to Mary’s role in the Church.  In the end, the bishops 
declared that Jesus is truly God and that Mary is truly the mother of 
Jesus.  Thus, we can rightly give Mary the tile of Mother of God. 
       This feast is the celebration of Mary’s divine motherhood and is the 
oldest Marian feast celebrated by the Church.  Mary has an important 
role today in the incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity.  She consents to God’s invitation conveyed by the angel (Luke 
1:26-38). 
       However, this January 1st feast day has not always been 
exclusively focused on Mary.  The liturgy before 1962 celebrated three 
feasts in one. The old Roman Missal celebrated “the octave of the 
Lord," and indeed the greater part of the Mass was of the octave of 
Christmas with many extracts from the Masses of Christmas. A second 
portion of the Mass celebrated the divine maternity of Mary. And the 
third part recalled the Circumcision which has been celebrated since the 
sixth century. Eight days after His birth Christ underwent, like all the 
Jews, this rite enjoined on Abraham by God as a pledge of his faith, and 
He received the name of Jesus. 
       May we give thanks and embrace the richness of this Holy Day.  
And with Mary’s help, may our faith continue to grow in the virtues of 
hope and unconditional love. 

                                                                               DEACON DANIEL 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 

Blessed are you among women. 

Blessed is the fruit of your womb, 

JESUS. 
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A Very Brief History of the Gospels 
Don Gazdik 

 
We have come to understand that the term gospel means the “Good News” and the good 
news is Jesus Christ crucified, died, resurrected and ascended. Bishop Robert Barron states:  
 

“When the first Christians announced evangelion (glad tidings), that’s what they meant. 
‘You killed him, but God raised him up.’  What this entails is that God’s love is more 
powerful than sin and death, more powerful than anything that is in the world. On fire 
with this good news, St. Paul could say Iesous Kyrios (Jesus is Lord), as opposed to 
Kaiser Kyrios (Caesar is Lord). The Good News is that the new and authentic King has 
won the decisive victory—and now it’s time to join his army.” As Catholics, this implies 
that one should become a member of the mystical body of the Church. 

 
As we are all aware, there are four gospels or books of the good news in the New Testament: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  As modern day Christians we accept these biblical books as 
the authentic story of the life, death and teaching of Jesus written by two of his apostles, 
Matthew and John, and two who knew those who knew Jesus; Mark and Luke.  But what do 
we really know about these four books of the bible?   
 
There are many question relating to these books.  Who wrote them, the bible doesn’t really 
say.  When were they written and in what order, scholars have many opinions.  The parts of 
the gospel in red, are these really the words of Jesus? Why are there discrepancies between 
the various gospels, how do we reconcile them?  The space for this article is much too short 
to answer these questions but if you were able to make your way through the book “The Case 
for Jesus,” by Brant Pitre, which our KofC passed out last year, these questions were 
probably answered for you. 
 
For many years after Jesus death and ascension, his words and deeds were told orally. In 
other words, the Gospels were preached before they were written. The spoken word preceded 
the written word.  Perhaps no one really thought it necessary to write the story of Jesus and 
his teachings as his return was expected soon.  Passing on oral traditions and teachings was 
commonplace in the Jewish culture of that day, and memorization was highly cultivated and 
practiced. In addition, materials on which scrolls were written were rare, very expensive and 
fragile.  It was time consuming to write or copy a scroll and few could read or write.  But as 
the church spread from area to area, people were anxious for the good news but there wasn’t 
always someone around who knew the full story.   
 
Most scholars seem to generally agree that the twenty-seven books of gospels, letters 
(epistles), ACTS and Revelation, that comprise the New Testament canon were written 
between A.D. 40 and 100, although the dates for the individual books seem to vary greatly.  
There is even good reason to believe all the books of the New Testament were completed 
before A.D. 70, the destruction of the Jerusalem and the temple.  The first gospel to be 
written wasn’t until about A.D. 50 – 66 and there is even much debate as to which gospel 
was first.  Some say Mark others Matthew.   
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Because of the similarity of Matthew, Mark and Luke (called the Synoptic Gospels, meaning 
similar) there are some who say there was a previous gospel/manuscript that has never been 
found called “Q” 
 
Some of the letters (epistles), written by Paul predate the first gospel manuscript. 
 
We know more about the authors of the four gospels and when they wrote from tradition 
rather than from any other source but on the whole the best efforts of scripture scholars over 
the past two hundred years have done very little to challenge, and much to support, the 
reliability of the Church’s traditional assertions.  
 
In A.D. 188, St. Irenaeus was the first person to mention the four Gospels indicating that these 
four gospels were most likely recognized much earlier as authoritative.  But it wasn’t until the 
Council of Rome in A.D. 382 and the Council of Carthage in A.D. 397 that the final and 
official judgment of the Church came out and explicitly listed the 27 books in the New 
Testament canon, including the four Gospels. (It should be noted that there were many other 
writings and manuscripts produced during this time frame or later which did not make it into 
the New Testament canon for a variety of reasons.)  This New Testament canon was 
reaffirmed by several later councils including the Council of Trent in 1545.  Both Protestants 
and Catholics accept the same New Testament canon of 27 books although translations may 
somewhat vary. 
 
So what does all this mean for Christians today?  The bottom line is this – whether the 
Gospels were written soon after the death of Christ or not until decades later, or who they 
were written by, does not really matter, because their accuracy and authority does not rest on 
when they were written but on what they are: the divinely inspired Word of God. 
 
If you are really interested in learning more about the Bible and its history, I strongly 
recommend two sources: 
 

“The Case for Jesus” by Dr. Brant Pitre   
 
“Why Catholic Bibles are Bigger” by Gary G. Michuta 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiG-_-orbLfAhUROK0KHRhSDA4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicsun.org%2F2018%2F04%2F25%2Ffeast-of-st-mark-the-evangelist%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fYnX6bwnAdAZlL-8hKQiG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTvcXwrbLfAhVMJKwKHSoVDKsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmatthewssnellville.org%2Fparish-information%2Fst-matthew-patron-saint%2Fstmatthew-icon-image%2F&psig=
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjrm4KsrrLfAhUQSq0KHan6CiwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicreadings.org%2Fcatholic-quotes%2Fsaint-of-the-day-october-18-st-luke-the-evangelist-date-of-birth-
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiyi_3KrrLfAhVKYKwKHYiaCuoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monasteryicons.com%2Fproduct%2Fst-john-the-evangelist-icon-745%2Ficons-of-saints&psig=AOvVaw0dGxv1TMBX
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OLC Library Book Reviews 

Mary Cockerell 

Youth Series 

The Glendale Series 

In Glendale, Book I of the Glendale Series, an unlikely relationship is formed when high 

school junior Jessica, the new girl from D.C., bumps into Joe, a good Christian boy with 

enough passion and conviction for them both… or so he thinks.  As he walks a dangerous 

road, Joe makes big decisions in hopes of making his God Jessica’s.  After a desperate fight to 

hold on, letting go turns out to be their salvation. 

 

A New Day - In A New Day, Book II of the Glendales Series, when Jessica Cordel returns to 

Washington, D.C. after a magical year in Glendale, she feels like her life is over.  But through 

the gentle love of an unexpected ally and the realization that out of death comes life, she finds 

that she has never truly lived… not even in Glendale.  After finally coming to realize her need 

for a heavenly Savior, she spends the next several years allowing Jesus to heal her heart and 

make her whole amidst the demands of school, work and family.  But when her past collides 

with her future, will things be too different to pick up where love left off? 

 

Promising Forever - in Promising Forever,  Book III of the Glendale Series, everything finally 

seems to be going right for Joe and Jessica.  However, when logic and fear go against 

everything Jessica has always thought she wanted, Joe will have to take a painful look at his 

own dreams and desires to make a decision that is best for those he loves.  With everything 

turning out differently than he expected, he’ll come face to face with an opportunity to imitate 

Christ and lay down his everything for the sake of another. 

 

   Mothers of Glendale 

 

In One Desire, Book I of the Mothers of Glendale Series, (Book IV of the Glendale novels), 

Jari Cordel is feeling the ache of her empty home following Jessica’s move from D.C.  Faced 

with longings she has kept hidden inside for years, she’ll have to find the courage within to 

share her hopes and dreams with her aging husband… or give them up forever. 

 

In Gray Area, Book II, (Book V of the Glendale novels), Carla Cordel Martens is remarried 

with a new faith, a successful career, and is back at home in the city she loves. 

 

Silver Lining, Book III, (Book VI of the Glendale novels), finds Hannah Colby thoroughly 

enjoying life.  She has a loving husband, four grown children, and a houseful of darling 

grandkids that are her pride and joy.  However, when an unexpected storm brews in her life, 

her faith and that of her family is put to the test. 

 

These new books are the OLC 

library, donated by the author 

Ann Goering 
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James and Diana Roe 

Tim and Lori Sokolic 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Parish Council Minutes for Tuesday December 11, 2018 

 

Members present: Fr. Joji, Pastor; Tim Weyers, President; Dave Laurin, Vice President; 

Collin Babcock; Gary Cox; John Filip; Peggy Kleine; Debbie Hoehn, Secretary.  

 Opening prayer said by all. 

 Presentation Parish Directory:  Barbara Brittan church secretary discussed a new 2019 

Parish Directory.  Plans will follow in January 2019. 

 Columbarium:  Gary Cox reported this project is moving quickly.  Target date is May, 

2019.  More meetings are being scheduled weekly.  Concrete work is being planned in the 
next 30-60 days. 

 Parish Web Page:  Brandee Beavers is working with Don Gazdik on a new parish web 
page design. 

 Parish Kitchen:  Leona will be working in the parish kitchen overseeing the ordering, 
stocking supplies, maintenance. 

 Fishing Tournament:  Looking into the beginning stages of a KOC fishing tournament, 
more to follow. 

 Liturgy:  Tim Weyers addressed the importance of ushers opening the annex in church for 
Mass frequently as needed.  No need for crowding.  Debbie Hoehn discussed need for 
volunteers to help with Christmas decorating.  The Adoration Chapel will be closed from 

December 24 - January 1, 2019.  There will be sign up sheets for the Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day liturgies for lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. 

 No Parish Council meeting in January 2019 as Fr. Joji will be in India. 

 Closing prayer led by Peggy Kleine. 

 Next meeting:  February 12, 2019, 6:00 p.m. 
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From the Desk of the CRE - Mary Lippert 

The Blessings of the Lord are abundant at Our Lady of the Cove.  The children and youth of 

our parish are experiencing so many opportunities to grow closer in relationship with Jesus 

our Lord.  Thirty families have enrolled their children in Parish School of Religion, making 

the enrollment in PSR 58 children strong.  

As the PSR School year began the junior high and high school students started their two year 

preparation for Confirmation which is anticipated for November 2, 2019.  

Youth Masses are celebrated encouraging the youth to participate in each celebration.  The 

children are becoming comfortable with greeting, lecturing, ushering and singing with the 

choir.  Thank you, to the 10 am choir and  Deacon Dan helping our budding choir members.  

It is great to see our young people at each Mass.  

On December 12, Kaden and Karter Armentrout and Isabella Yartz experienced the Lord’s 

mercy during their First Reconciliation.  They will continue studying and growing in the  

catholic faith as they await their First Eucharist.    

As Christmas approaches we look forward to celebrating the birth of our Lord, Jesus, we 

thank the Lord for the past years blessings.  

Eleven children were presented and baptized by Father Joji and received God’s Grace.   

This past April nine children received the Lord through the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

Holy Communion.  John Schultz was welcomed to the parish during his Profession of Faith at 

the  2018 Easter Vigil. John and Lisa Schultz marriage was also convalidated during the East-

er Vigil.  

The junior high and high school students have joined catholic youth from many areas, spend-

ing weekends in prayer and praise for the Lord.  The Diocesan Youth Conference, Steuben-

ville Mid America and Our Lady Celebrates Youth are Catholic events which our youth en-

joyed.  It is spiritually uplifting to see the youth open their hearts to the Holy Spirit and al-

lowed the Holy Spirit to speak to them. 

I thank God for blessing me with a wonderful support system.  I want to thank the Adult    

Formation team, Don Gazdik, Mary Cockerell, Collin Babcock and the RCIA team of  Rita      

Luekenottee, Marge Byington, and Kathy Jamboritz for their help with passing on our Faith to 

others. I also have the privilege of guiding 18 of the most dedicated PSR teachers as they 

teach the children during religious education.  God has blessed the parish with beautiful chil-

dren and I want to thank the Parents who provide 

the needed support from home.  

May the many blessings of the 2018 continue 
through this New Year 2019! 
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Parishioners 

Becky Allen 

Ernie Cooper 

Gary Cockrell 

Susan Drogosz 

Larry Ewing 

Sue Higgenbotham 

Tucker Hoehn 

Mike Loewe 

Richard Musielak 

Family or Friend of Parishioner 

Dale Frank 

Lucille Meeks 

Family of Pauline Garcia (Annette Yendes) 

Family of Jerry Perrin (Karen Laurin) 

Family of Valerie Cook (Barb Westerman) 

Family of Clementine Gallegos (Brandee Beavers) 

Jeffrey Guyman 

Paul Musielak 
(revised 12-20-18) 

Prayer Chain 

December 12, 2018 

Kaden and Karter Armentrout and 

Isabella Yartz experienced the Lord’s 

mercy during their First Reconciliation.  

They will continue studying and 

growing in the catholic faith as they 

await their First Eucharist.    

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Jennifer Neubauer, from CCSMO 

presents TWO trophies to OLC for the 

most participant and most funds 

raised during the 2018 Bishops Walk 
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First Week of Advent 

Breakfast and Wreath Making 


