
  

COVE SIDE CHATTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pentecost 

 

 Sharing A Pro-Life 

Message in a Culture 

of Death 

 

 Welcome  

     New Parishioners 

 

 Ecumenical Councils - 

Vatican II 

 

 May Crowning 

 

 Prayer Chain 

 

 Garage Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2019 
 

PENTECOST - Is it ‘me and Jesus’ or ‘me and the Church’? 
Deacon Daniel Vaughn 

 

     When I reflect about this special holy day, numerous thoughts and 
visions come to mind.  Pentecost is the day recognized by Catholics as 
the Birthday of the Church; the Third Glorious Mystery of the Rosary; the 
original Jewish harvest festival, 50 days after Passover, where people 
from all regions of Israel and Judea gathered together to give thanks to 
God.  Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, the Apostles with Mary 
gathered in one place when a mighty wind and tongues of fire overcame 
them.  St. Peter preached to the crowd and 3,000 people were baptized.   
I think of the symbols of Pentecost - fire, wind, red, water and a dove.   
I think of the Sacrament of Confirmation and the fullness of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 
     We have been taught from an early age that our purpose for a joy-
filled life is to know God, love God, and serve God.  Our desire to learn, 
understand, and have a personal relationship with Jesus is a beautiful 
thing.  It’s by God’s grace that He has reveled these things to us.  He 
desires us to go beyond personal relationship and to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ with others.  And to better equip us in this ministry, He 
bestows His Spirit upon us at Confirmation, our own personal Pentecost. 
     For me, Pentecost is a time of renewal that calls me to step outside of 
my comfort zone, a time to create holy moments.  It is a reminder that 
each of us is called to build up His kingdom, His Church; to share His 
message of hope and eternal life to all people. 
     I remember reading an article by Fr. Dwight Longenecker on 
Pentecost and he poses the question, “Is it ‘me and Jesus’ or ‘me and the 
Church’?”  He said this question illustrates the difference between 
Catholics and Protestants when it comes to Pentecost.     Most Protestants 
look at Pentecost as a personal experience and exclude the theology that 
God is also establishing His one, true Church.  Pentecost is more than just 
an individual divine inspiration.  The Catholic Church goes further.  It 
teaches that the Holy Spirit descended upon the chosen twelve (remember 
Mathias had just been enrolled as the twelfth), thereby revealing the 
fulfillment of Christ’s promises to his Apostles and establishing his 
Apostolic Church. 
     When Jesus was on earth He exercised His divine authority by 
teaching the truth, healing the sick and taking authority over evil.  He 
instructed His Apostles to do the same saying, “As the Father has sent 
me, so I am sending you.”  He promised the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
who would remind them of His teachings and lead them into all truth.  
This Holy Spirit descends on the Apostolic Church inspiring them and 
filling them with the authority and power that the Lord promised. 
     Individual experiences of the Holy Spirit are a good thing.  However, 
Catholics recognize that on their own, they can be  (cont’d. pg. 2) 
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PENTECOST - Is it ‘me and Jesus’ or ‘me and the Church’? (continued) 
Deacon Daniel Vaughn 

 

Subjective and unreliable.  The individual experience of religion therefore needs to 
be grounded in the objective experience of the Church.  It is only within the 
Church that our individual experience can be validated, and it is only a Church 

with a reliable, historic, Scriptural, rational, Apostolic authority which can speak with the 
necessary authority to validate the subjective experience. 
     This is the church we see being established at Pentecost, and this is the Church which subsists 
today in the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 
 

            Sharing a Pro-Life Message in a Culture of Death 
Barbara Garlich 

 

     Many of us have watched with dismay as a culture of death 
(focusing on abortion and euthanasia) seems to be taking over our 
country.  Now more than ever, we need to be able to talk to others 
about why we are pro-life and help them to understand some of the 
issues around abortion. 
     Most people who are pro-abortion have not thought about it very deeply.  The best way to start 
is to try to genuinely understand their viewpoint by asking questions in a respectful way.  They 
are not horrible people – they are just reflecting what they have been told all their lives.  Most 
likely they don’t really know why they believe what they do, so asking them about it (with a 
genuine sense of curiosity, not a “gotcha” attitude) can help them to examine their thought 
process. 
     Sometimes when we feel so strongly about an issue, we tend to judge others who are on the 
opposite side.  If you enter a conversation with judgement in your heart and tone, you will not 
convince anyone of anything. 
     Here are a few suggestions that might help you: 
1. In our country the discussion of abortion centers on the mother, when really it needs to include 

and center on the baby.  The real question is – when does a baby inside the womb become a 
human being?  Once a baby is considered a human being, then shouldn’t it have all the rights 
and protections of every other human being?  Helping people to think about this is very 
important.  If a baby in the womb isn’t human, then what is it?  It’s certainly not a cat or a dog 
– so what is it?  

2. At the moment of conception, DNA is formed.  This means that gender, personality, hair & eye 
color, heights, skin tone and much more are determined at that moment.  Each fetus is a 
unique human that will never be re-created – an abortion destroys that specific individual 
forever.  Many people aren’t aware of this and/or haven’t really thought about it. 

3. By the third week of gestation there is a heartbeat.  By the sixth week brain waves can be 
recorded and detected. By the tenth week the fetus can bend, make fists, open its hands, 
squint, swallow and wrinkle its forehead.  (Source:  American Pregnancy Association)  
Sometimes sharing this information in a spirit of explaining why you are pro-life can help 
others to begin to think differently about abortion. Most people have no idea how quickly a 
baby develops in the womb. 

4. There are two main reasons people give for why they are pro-abortion: 
a. Misplaced compassion – they feel that the baby will have a miserable life for 

whatever reason (drugs, poverty, child abuse, etc.) so it’s better off not being born.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwib8dLV68biAhWPuVkKHcGcDwEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.clipartpan
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH FAMILY 
Leon & Linda Steffen 

Sharing a Pro-Life Message in a Culture of Death 
Barbara Garlich 

  
    Of course we all know people who have grown up in horrible circumstances that 

end up having great lives.  Who gets to decide?  If a toddler is in a bad home, do 
we kill it or do we try to help? 

b.   “It’s not my place to tell someone else what to do…” – this is very common in 
our culture.  The best way to discuss this is to “trot out the toddler” – if you saw a 
woman in the store beating her baby, you would do something about it.  So it 
really isn’t a question of whether it’s your business, it’s a question of whether you 
believe that a fetus is human and deserving of human rights.  So help them think 
about what point an unborn baby deserves protection. Is it when it has unique 
DNA? When there is a heartbeat? When the central nervous system can be 
recorded? When it can feel pain?  By helping them to decide based on these 
markers, you can help move them toward a more pro-life viewpoint. 

5. Don’t try to convince people in one discussion – think of this as planting seeds and giving   
     them some questions to think about.  The point isn’t to get them to “cry uncle” and agree     
     that you are right, but to get them to think about why they believe abortion is ok, and give   
     them some other ways to think about it. 
6. Don’t be derailed by the narrow issues such as rape, incest, or possible death of the mother.   

Acknowledge that these are very difficult situations, but they are extremely rare (less than 
1% of all abortions).  Try to steer the conversation back to the majority of abortions and ask 
them to think about their stance on abortion other than these rare cases.  This doesn’t mean 
that you are saying that abortion in these cases is ok.  You want them to reconsider their 
viewpoint and arguing about these rare cases will not help them to look at the bigger 
picture.   

     One of the best resources to help you with these discussions is the Life Training Institute 
(prolifetraining.com/resources).  This organization is basically an apologetics group for life 
issues and they have pamphlets, podcasts, books and many other resources for free.  They also 
have a video-based program that can teach you specific ways to handle pro-abortion arguments 
– if you would like to borrow this please contact me at bjgarlich@gmail.com. 
     We need to be ready to counter the culture of death not with arguments or emotions but by 
respectfully trying to understand and educate each other.  This is the biggest human rights issue 
of our time and it is time to engage in fruitful discussion. 

“Every child that isn't born, but is unjustly condemned to be aborted,  

has the face of Jesus Christ, has the face of the Lord.” 

                                                                          - Pope Francis 
                   September 20, 2013 

mailto:bjgarlich@gmail.com
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Ecumenical Councils - Vatican II 
Don Gazdik 

 

          Following two world wars, the world and the Church were in need of spiritual renewal, faith 
and hope.  Moral relativism had led to dark and tragic crimes against humanity.  Though the wars 
had been victories for humanity, darkness, despair, skepticism and fear remained. 
     In order to combat the spiritual decline of the world, Pope Pius XII envisioned that an 
ecumenical council might be convened to combat the state of the modern world and the Church.  
Unfortunately, because of his death in October 1958, it looked like his vision would also die as 
many were against a council and thought it unnecessary. 
     Cardinal Angelo Roncalli was elected as the new Pope on October 28, 1958 taking the name 
John XXIII.  Having been Pope for less than three months, he shook the world when he 
announced the creation of the 21st ecumenical council, the first ecumenical council in nearly 100 
years, Vatican II.  Although John XXIII only reigned for five years, this announcement and his 
pontificate were among the most important events in all of Church history.   
     In the past, ecumenical councils were convened to address a major crisis of doctrine or heresy 
(eg. Arianism, Gnosticism, etc.) and to proclaim right teaching of the Church.  Instead, Vatican II 
was to be a pastoral council aimed more to help Catholics live out the teachings of Christ and the 
Church.  In short, it was to help apply the truths of Christianity to a modern but broken world.  
     John XXIII’s theme for the council was addressed in a document called “Gaudet Mater 
Ecclesia,” “Mother Church Rejoices.” The Church is called to teach, govern and sanctify.  He 
wanted to make doctrine relevant to modern man but in a way that did not change what was being 
taught.  It needed to be updated but without changing the truth of Church teachings.  The Church 
was to be renewed and the teachings of the faith to be re-presented to all people. 
      Preparation for the council began in February 1959 and opened on October 11, 1962. Present 
were nearly 3,000 bishops from around the world and thousands of observers including various 
religious vocations, journalists and members of the laity.  Even representatives of other religions 
were in attendance.  All documents and speeches were in Latin, the ancient language of the 
Church. 
     The work of the council would be conducted over four years from October 1962 until 
December 1965.  Shortly after the first session ended in December 1962, Pope John XXIII died, 
leaving the continuation of the council in serious doubt. 
     Giovanni Battista Montini was elected as the new Pope taking the name Paul VI as a sign of 
his commitment to reform and pursuit of missionary efforts.  Paul VI decided to embrace the 
vision of John XXIII and continue with the council but with changes that allowed for greater 
dialogue and debate.  Under Paul VI’s direction, the council produced 16 documents over the next 
three sessions, four of which form the basic structure for Church teachings. 
     Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium) – focused on the role and 
function of the liturgy.  It stressed the active participation of the laity.  Latin was to be preserved 
although previsions were made for local languages in order to increase participation of the 
faithful.  The new order of the Mass (Novus Ordo Missae) was not introduced by Paul VI until 
1969 several years after Vatican II. 
     Dogmatic Constitution on the Church - (Lumen Gentium) – focused on the inner nature of 
the Church.  It dealt with the laity, religious life, hierarchical structure of the Church, call to 
holiness and the role of Mary in salvation. 
     Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation – (Dei Verbum) – focused on how God speaks 
to man in a human way and thus to interpret Scripture correctly the reader must be attentive to 
what the human authors truly wanted to affirm, and to what God wanted to reveal to us by their 
words.  The deposit of faith, what the Church believes and teaches, is based on both Sacred 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition and not Scripture alone.  The faithful are encouraged to study 
Scripture in order to deepen their faith. 
 
                                                                                                                            (continued pg. 4) 
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                Ecumenical Councils - Vatican II (continued) 
Don Gazdik 

 

     Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World – (Gaudium et Spes) – 
explained the presence of the Church and her activity in a modern and secular world.  It 
focused on the role of the Church and its members in the world in areas ranging from politics to 
peace to the challenges of contemporary atheism to morality to human dignity and service to 
the community.  Faith should be practiced in public and is not simply a private matter.  The 
Church must have a voice in the public arena and not be passive to government actions. 
     Vatican II was closed by Pope Paul VI on December 8, 1965 with great hope for renewal and 
reform of the Church.  There were many successes as well as failures.  Unfortunately, the 
desires of Vatican II were poorly implemented by most of the world or hijacked by those with 
special interests, especially in the Western world.  But, there were a few bright spots such as in 
Poland were Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, who would become Pope John Paul II, successfully 
implemented the vision of Vatican II.  What many of us perceive as failures of the council were 
not even in Vatican II but implemented afterwards by special interest or as experiments in 
church reform. 
     In October 2012 the Irish Times is quoted as saying: “The landscape of the church is very 
different from that of 1962. The shortage of priests, the collapse in church attendance and 
religious vocations, the abuse crisis, the disconnection between official teaching on marriage 
and sexuality and what many Catholics believe, the alienation of many women and young 
people from the church, are problems that are becoming ever more acute. Some would say only 
a new council can address how the church is governed, how the priest shortage can be met and  
how the church’s teachings and rituals can speak meaningfully to the secular culture of today.” 
     It should be noted that the final success or failure of an ecumenical council often takes as 
much as 75 years or more, so there still may be hope that through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, the vision of Pope John XXIII may be fully realized among the people of God. 
 
Note: an Apostolic Constitution of the Catholic Church is the most solemn of Church 
documents issued by the Pope and is used to promulgate laws and definite teachings of the 
Church.  
 
Resources: 
“Timeless- A History of the Catholic Church” by Steve Weidenkoph 
 
What Went Wrong with Vatican II: The Catholic Crisis Explained by Ralph M. McInerny 
 
Why Vatican II? Ten Reasons for the Second Vatican Council by Carl Olson 
 
What Every Catholic Needs to Know About Vatican II  
 
Successes & Failures of Vatican II Could Help Shape Better Vatican III 
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Prayer Chain 
Parishioners 
Becky Allen 
Ernie Cooper 
Gary Cockrell 
Susan Drogosz 
Larry Ewing 
Sue Higgenbotham 
Tucker Hoehn 
Mike Loewe 
Richard Musielak 
Family of Margaret      
                  Simon 
Dean Murphy 
Barbara Schroeder 
Earl Skeeter 
Walter Hicks 
Bob Fritz 
Family of Dan      
                 Kaleher 
Gary Driver 
Duane Tollefson 
Janet Thompson 

Family &/or Friends  

Raymond Jenssen, Jr. 
Mary Wehrle 
Family of Virgina Ann  
                   Long 
Family of James Roe 
Glenn Brummer 
Bob Creighton 
Family of Larry  
                 Freemyer 
Gary Coder 

Jeffrey Guymon                 
Paul Musielak            
Georgia Schroeder  
Family of Jerry Beavers                           
Oliver Evans              
Family of Max Wade, Jr.                                                    
Randy Smith 
Sr. Irma Ries  
Mathew Booth  
Patricia Bonomi  
Ella Sullivan  
Sarah Comeaux 
Family of Bo Johnson  
Madonna Boone  
Janet Thompson 
Don Palm 
Bob Palm 
Chad Davis 
Janet Cross 
Haley Brady 
Karen Popelka 

William Simmons 
Family of Juanita   
                 McCune 
Brenda Maycock 
Family of Larry  
                  Heater 
Allison Weyers 
Family of Herb Sieg 
Abigael Cross 
Dorothy Specker 
Kris Mullersman 
Cynthia Williams 
Family of Dorothy              
                Schiermeier 
Rev. Mr. Stefan  
                Megyery 
Cassie Aberle 
John Harrigan 
Jim Sawyer 
Loic Dobson 
Cora Dobson 
Carol DiChiarro 

Dale Frank      
Lucille Meeks  
Family of Pauline 
Garcia   
Family of Jerry Perrin     
Family of Valerie Cook 

Family of Clementine       
                  Gallegos 
Jeffrey Guymon                                                  

Mary Queen of Heaven 

and Mother to us all. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6qdSM0ajhAhVJX60KHVEeCMcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipground.com%2Fholy-rosary-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0QhI9eCsoXwuT915TY2e94&ust=1553992908643883
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Ready, Set, Shop !! 

Deal ?? Or No Deal?? 
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June 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 2nd   Larry & Chris Hitzman 
                        John & Cheri Erker 
 
 4th  Don & Angie Frederick     25 years 
  
 5th  Gerald & Eleanor Bennett 
   Stephen & Beverly Longval    54 years 
 
 7th  Larry & Barbara Crowell 
 
 10th  Robert & Angela Cardenas 
 
 14th  Jimmy & Christina John 
 
 15th  Chuck & Marina Mosier    52 years 
 
 18th  Bob & Mary Creighton 
 
 19th  Gary & Debra Rees 
 
 20th  Charlie & Diane Hackman 
 
 22nd  Anthony & Dana Ball 
 
 25th  John & Barbara Lilly    59 years 
 
 3oth  Al & Betty Alexander    57 years 

 
 

“… love one another as I love you.” 
                                             John 15:12 
 
  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj6a3Us4fgAhWSxIMKHURwAKYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fsite%2Fcatholickids411%2FThe-Sacraments&psig=AOvVaw0oOnH2I37n5d7eUloygYz6&ust=154845315
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June BIRTHDAYS 
May God’s blessing be upon you this day!   

 1st James Irvin 
  Tim Weyers 
 
 2nd  Kevin Beavers 
   
 4th Thomas Ryan 
  Barbara Westerman 
 
 5th Bill Corrigan 
 
 7th Barbara Lilly 
 
 8th Sylvester Mutz 
  Lee Trauernicht 
   
 9th Janice Elmer 
  Alica Maldonado 
  Gail Miller 
  Roger Neameyer 
  Linda Phalen 
 
 10th Pam Fultz 
  Barbara Garlich 
   
 12th Kevin Hampel 
  Eleanor Hevel 
  Deacon Dan Vaughn 
  Avery Yartz  
 
 13th Gilbert Paulsen 
  Lisa Schultz 
 
 14th Sandy Reis 
  Eric Simkins 
 
 15th Blanca Canizalez 
  Curtis Schroeder 
 
 16th Patrick Dooley 
 

 17th Barbara Crowell 
  George Knecht  
  
 18th Miguel Campos 
  Angie Frederick 
 
 19th Janet Bell 
  Rod Huelsman 
  Wilson Hunt 
  Carlos Maldonado 
 
 20th Rich Dobson 
  Rita Otradovec 
   
 22nd John Myers 
          Jennifer Noriega 
          Juan Saucedo 
          Alice Schermerhorn 
 
          23rd  Carol Bliven  
                     Dominic Noriega 
 
       24th  Loren Ditch 
  Larry Meece 
 
       26th  Chris Vitter 
 
        27th  Michael Cole 
  
  28th  Lois Wagenknecht 
 
  29th Bill Mitchell 
 
 

   
  

Please contact the church office if your birthday is not listed.  
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